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The  French  CouoNiES-  Effort 


On  the  occasion  of  tlie  National  FSte-day,  July  I^K  ^^^^^ 
was  privileged  to  acclaim  our  native  colonial  .tiWW.  **^pC 
l*ions  horn  the  most  widely-separated  oversea  terntorieshrf  «BmMed 
on  tlie  field  of  Longcliamp,  to  receive  from  the  Presid«ftS  lM««bttB 
colors  their  respecti%e  regiments  had  been  touw!  vwrthf  to  IWff. 
Framed  aWt  hy  a  number  of  battalions  of  our  ncmearmy  we^to 
he  seen  the  valiant  supporters  <i  Greater  France,  as  JiBtiMit  m  ct>ter 
as  in  origin  :  swarthy  tirailleurs  from  Algcna,  whose  W«*e  wej 
!iave  shed  upon  our  arms  tl^e  lustre  of  many  campaignB  t  flotBi 
Africa,  the  Crimea,  Mexico,  i^sace.  ^i?»^g?=* 
Soudanese,  lusty  sons  of  the  Wack  races,  Wft  5fP«J«» 
French  peace  throughout  Africa,  from  Senegal  to, tiie  Niger,  Wttn 
Congo  to  Sebou  ;  tirailleurs,  tke  padficrtofS  tsl  Mrfa^scar  ;  ^n*- 
mites  and  Tonquinese,  sons  of  the  yellow  race  m  the  l-«f  tJ« ; 
Algerian  and  Senegalese  Spahls,  wfawe  W.  ^fcatetg  burrwu«e« 
have  been  known  to  turn  the^  9cdc  m  ill«y  a  «W«Ul  «l 
African  sell. 

And  as  tfce«  tnen,  in  wl*«  ««« 
different  races,  mafdied  by  with  w«8«g  «lep  the  fe^s  o(  *he 
tricolor,  a  miAtitn^iKMS  dmnwr  arose  —  a  pMn  «t  hope  mA  tMMB- 
giving ;  in  them  Fiance  hailed  the  glorious  troops  to  whom  she  » 
Hidebled  for  mfi  a  part  of  her  colonial  dotniniona,  hifal  cdiabo- 
m»n.  easer  «d  mui  shoulder  to  shoalder  with  her  <ma  aons  on  the 
ligttWfafcb  ^  Euwpe.  «h«id      faead«  ««r  <mk 

A  Iwe  twri^eM*  iwd  elapsed  since  Ais  touching  ceiemony 
wl»i  www  let  loo«  mmmMoL  Im  «fi*eWhourof  madn«^, 
ifaeilDnor  «f  which  grows  with  every  passng  day,  Germany  did 
MitiMie  ta  hurl  the  mMi  htmikxm  «^  ^^^^ 
adventure  the  imagination  can  conceiie.  Porsevenngly  and  metiwd- 
aoJlk  she  had  «afc  r«dy  her  mighty  war  machine ;  she  tjiought  the 
lane  hai  come  to  set  it  in  motion  for  the  furtherance  ot  her  over- 
wooabg  Mdii^M^  «id  fMm  iihal:  day  £ui<ve  %m  coDi^^ 
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tragedy  which  for  wex  two  years  has  shaken  our  contmoit  to  its  very 
(oiuulations :  ^  ^  ^ 

What  has  haiqsened  m  our  cokmies  during  diese  momentous 
times?  i^ve  diqr  been  for  France,  as  nuoiy  were  indtned  to  fear, 
a  source  of  anxiety  or  weakness?  Or  have  they,  like  the  dutiful 
daughters  of  one  wlio  for  haU  a  century  had  been  giving  diem  of  her 
best,  tendared  her  dbe  asnstance  she  was  entided  to  expect  from  dmr 
gratitude? 

>  The  hour  has  not  yet  arrived  for  a  detailed  account  to  be  given 
(rf  die  greatness  of  die  French  G>lonial  eflfort ;  the  book  in  vAiA  that 
efbrt  is  being  recorded  in  lettans  of  gold  and  Uood  is  not  yet  closed^ 
and  we  feel  a  obtain  compunction  in  turning  over  its  leaves.  Deeds 
not  WK^ck  being  die  order  of  the  day,  it  were  beside  the  mark  to 
indulge  in  laigthy  tales  —  be  they  never  so  engrossing  —  the  while 
oar  men  at  the  frcmt  are  giving  proof  of  the  noblest  qualities  of 
btavery,  devotion  and  seK'Mcrmce,  undetored  the  prospect  jc^ 
dmost  certain  deadi. 

One  of  the  most  diaracteristic  f eatDures  of  dus  war,  howeveTy  is 
that  Iqr  reason  of  its  inordbiate  lemrth  we  are  unavoidably  led  to 
meditatiOT  self-<|uesdomng.  Itie  strenuous  and  prolong 
«fikrt  imposed  upcm  us  requires  to  be  sustsdned  by  other  considtfations 
dian  our  trust,  iMywew  confident,  in  the  justice  of  our  cause,  nor 
could  anything  contribute  more  efiectiyely  to  this  end  than  the  acti- 
vities of  the  Comiti  des  Conihences,  instituted  for  the  purpose  of 
keq>ing  die  AUies  ii^ormed  as  to  the  efiort  put  fmdi  by  dmr  res* 
pecti\e  countries. 

Hie  particulars  will  some  day  be  collated  by  History,  aftor  a 
patirat  and  unlnassed  study  of  the  archives  relating  to  die  war,  md 
embodied  in  an  imperishable  monument.  For  the  present,  we  can 
only  record  die  sevmi  efforts  of  the  Affies  while  the  battle  is  at  its 
heiffhtt  concerning  ourselves  not  so  much  widi  fidness  of  detail,  aa 
wim  deriving  dier^fom  omfidmce  for  concerted  and  energetic 
actum,  wherdby  we  mqr  be  said  to  be  dmig,  in  a  way,  actual  war 

In  an  account  of  die  effort  accomplished  by  France,  it  was  but 
natural  diat  romn  should  be  made  for  her  oolmies,  whose  dev^d 
ooUaboratkm  has  been  such  a^  contf<Mrt  to  htf ,  bodi  matoriallv  md 
morally,  in  the  sore  trkl  to  vAadi  sheis  subjedted.  Tins  task  I  have 
been  reauested  to  fulfil,  and  I  have  accepted  it  as  a  duty  and  as  an 
httKM*,  ttiough  trudi  to  tdl  I  feel  deq[^  moved  m  dealing  with  sudi 
matters  at  die  inresent  time,  I,  a  wanders  and  an  outcast,  to  whom 
for  many  long  months  has  been  denied  die  very  ^fat  of  dbe  familitf 
horiaBonsctf  my  native  Lorraine* 

Yet  must  I  td»  heart  of  grace,  for  vmU  do  I  know  y^^ 
dtir,  having  stopped  here  time  and  again  on  my  way  oack  from  that 
dw^itful  sottdi  coast  i^di^e  we  men  of  die  nordiMi  and  eastern 
provinces  of  France  seek  shdttf  fnmi  our  mirts  and  m6ws.  I  hme 
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seen  Toulouse  m  die  uneventful  days  of  her  n<Nrmal  life,  in  the  blidie 
and  fruitful  activity  of  htf  thorov^fares  and  of  her  suburbs;  I  have 
seen  hct  on  holiday  occasions,  astir  with  die  exuberant  gaiety  of  her 
,  population,  ast  he  instance  at  die  close  of  die  autumn  manoeuvres 
m  1913  —  a  memory  diat  stands  out  widi  peculiar  significance,  in 
die  light  ci  present  events. 

^  Further  encouragement  lies  in  the  fact  that  I  am  supported  on 
this  platform  by  a  man  who  has  done  as  much  as  any  one  to  secure 
Uar  France  those  oversea  possessions  of  which  she  is  so  deservedly 
{mwd  to^ay,  a  man  whose  political  life,  ever  since  those  far^ff  days 
yhm  he  shared  Ganibetta*s  labors,  has  been  merged,  so  to  speak, 
in  our  colonial  history^  and  whom  those  of  my  generation  are  fain 
to  look  up  to  as  the  miinent  and  respected  leodtf  of  the  great  French 
Colonial  party. 

* 

*  « 

Time  and  again,^  in  our  inre-'war  omversations,  did  we  wonder 
what  part  our  colonies  would  play  during  that  frightful  cataclysm, 
should  adverse  fate  decree  its  indBiction  upon  the  workl.  Some  of  us, 
the  least  inclined  to  be  pessimistic,  looked  upon  ocJonies  as  a  heavy 
drag  upon  the  mother-country,  owing  to  the  necessity  oil  leaving  in 
diem  a  numl>er  of  home  troops  Wiose  presesice  would  be  mcMre  usmul 
on  the  decisive  batdcfields  of  Europe ;  others  went  so  far  as  to  express 
a  fear  lest  taking  advantage  of  uie  difficulties  with  which  France 
would  be  amfronted,  the  colonies  might  rebel,  at  die  instigation  of 
malcontents  or  disaffected  pers<ms,  thus  becoming  a  source  of  fresh 
anxiety,  if  not  of  absolute  weakness  ;  others  yet,  at  the  thought  of  a 
vmc  in  >Vhich  France  should  have  lost  the  mastery  of  the  sea,  were 
hiffMy  perturbedas  to  the  eventual  fate  of  those  distant  lands,  vdien 
left  to  their  own  resources. 

To^y  the  issue  has  been  decided  by  events,  and  diese  may 
be  said  to  have  fully  borne  out  the  hopes  of  such  as  rqposed  entire 
trust  in  our  agonies  and  protectcn'ates. 

From  the  very  first,  with  one  accord,  they  all  took  their  stand  by 
the  side  of  the  mother-country,  sharing  her  anxieties,  her  sufferings, 
her  bereavements,  and  proclaiming  by  the  voices  of  their  governors 
and  assemblies  of  every  degree,  a  loyalty  to  France  that  nothing  has 
been,  nor  ever  will  be  able  to  undermine. 

Later  on,  thrown  back  upon  themselves,  they  labored  to  speed 
up  their  production,  in  order  to  relieve  the  mother-country  of  any 
outside  cares  calculated  to  weaken  her,  while  at  the  same  time,  inspir- 
,  ed,  by  the  ambition  to  contribute  a  few  chapters  of  their  own  to 
the  history  of  the  war,  they  attacked  and  conquered  the  enemy  at 
their  gates. 

Fuially  and  above  all,  they  were  hnnly  resoved  to  come  to  France's 
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assistance  by  sendliiiv  her  troops*  laboi»  toaaey»  material  aaad  supi^ies 
oi  all  lands. 

^  '  The  above  are  the  three  points  with  which  I  propose  to  de^d  in 
that  order.  * 


On  August  4^  1914  our  G>)onial  Minister  sent  to 
 ^  —  ^  the    Governors-General  and  Governors  a 

the  Cotonicf  -   cable  inforimng  them  that  Germany  had  declared 

war  on  France  and  Russia  ;  the  message  ended  up 
with  the  simple  wwds :  «^  Take  aUi  aieasures  preacribcd  m  case  m 

As  soon  as  the  news  was  made  known  m  every  land,  far  and 
near,  under  the  French  flag,  a  deep  thrill  ran  through  them  all.  Un- 
doubtedly the  war  would  be  attended  by  a  period  of  grave  difficult  ; 
taken  by  surprise  in  the  midst  of  their  development,  and  needing  for 
their  prosperity  a  very  large  measure  of  support  from  the  mother- 
country,  they  fully  perceived  what  they  stood  to  lose  in  the  course 
of  impending  events,  but  they  likewise  realised  that  their  own  desti- 
ny was  at  stake  as  well  as  France*s  ;  and  the  fact  was  brought  home 
to  them  more  clearly  still,  when  as  early  as  August  4th,  Germany 
fired  the  first  shells  to  fall  upon  African  ground,  m  the  course  of  the 
bombardment  of  Bone  and  PhilippeviUe  by  the  Bredau  and  the 

Forthwith,  a  deep  wave  of  loydty  set  in  on  every  side,  and  while 
Europeans  hastened  to  join  the  different  corps  to  which  they  belong- 
ed, the  native  reservists  showed  the  greatest  alacrity  In  answering 
the  summons  of  the  mobilization.  Nay  further,  numerous  offers  of 
voluntary  enlistment  were  pressed  upon  the  authorities  by  the  native 
population  and  by  their  chieftains.  A  spirit  of  purest  patriotism 
breathed  through  the  land,  and  the  fiery  speeches  wherein  the  French 
Chambers  acclaimed  our  valiant  troops  on  their  way  to  the  front 
found  a  deep  and  reverberating  echo  in  the  proclamations  voicing 
the  unanimous  feelings  of  our  oountrymenr  our  subjects  and  those 
under  our  protectorate. 

«  MalKmiedan  natives,  exdabns  the  Governor-General  of  Alg^ 
a  magnificent  burst  of  cwratory,  you  are  eager  to  prodaim  yourselves 
^  sons  of  France*  You  fully  appreciate  the  blessings  she  has 
showered  upon  your  tribes,  and  you  realize  that  your  destiny  is 
bound  up  with  hers  ;  henceforth  you  are  co-sharers  in  her  joys,  her 
dangers,  her  aspirations  and  her  hopes  !...  Is  It  necessary  to  remind 
our  enemies  that  Moslems  have  shed  their  blood  unsparingly  upon 
French  battlefields  ;  that  your  fathers  contracted  with  our  men  the 
holy  brotherhood  of  heroism  and  death ;  are  they  oblivious  of  the 
fact  that  to  this  day  your  lusty  arms  and  stout  hearts  are  to  be  found 
with  our  own  under  the  same  colors?  Great  glory  awaits  our 
valiant  armies !   And  when  oiv^  Africani  standards  come  .honie. 


1  • 

THE  FILENCH  COLONIES*  EFFORT 


9 


nddfed  mkk  )aJ^,lMkcnwtttd  with  the  laurek  of  victory,  you  will 
be  aUe  to  claim  a  full  share  in  tlie  triumph  L.. 
;    ^  wlik  the  tiiM|i»  el  tkr  )9lli  Army  Corps  were  being  borne 
»  SW>^M*«5^»«  the  appeak  of  prominent 

MvAMMOMM  am  tte  Pceddnte  of  native  associations  rang  out  evar 
more  numerous  in  lavor  •!  ^raluntary  oilistmcKt. 

U  Mproectv  caugkt  by  tke  mr  at «  critical  joacture,  the  same 
dcfrce  of  lofthy  w»  mwilwtwt  bgr  the  pofidMMm. 

«  We  atand  pretiarcd.  wote  the  Sabas  to  the  President  of  the 
yp***'''  to  yo«  att  die  aaaiatwe  yoa  may  eventually  reouire, 
FtaMftawi  the  MmnA  Empm  hanw*  becone  one  nd  the  same 
CBOilrjr.  » 

By  a  proclamalia*  addmaedl  to  tbe  MowiA  tmona  sent  to  Frwice, 
Im  calls  upon  his  men,  when  at  the  irsnt  wkk  ikcir  Iradiefs-in-arms, 
«t»  exhilMfc  m  battle  tlwir  tndkieDB}  qnalilia  ef  boldbess,  courage 
aMl  endurance,  tj>  show  the  enemy  that  they  are  Mky  el  the 
maitation  gained  by  them  m  the  cownt  ti  fmmer  cmpaigns,  and 
t» renew  the  mighty  deeds  of  their 

And  the  Resident-Gemaral  subsequently  paid  due  recognition  to 
the  vafeant  support  lent  by  the  Sultan,  the  Makhze»  Mid  tltt  native 
cbKhMBft,  and  d»  feyaky  of  the  Moorish 

asound  ua»  nov  tor  a  smf^e  manient  betr^nd  oar  traat,  bat  sMt 
over  to  France  a  paMcifat  contingnl.  kcadai«wifeie9ot»ilto  ftn solid, 
aiily  betweea  Morocco  and  FcaMe.  » 

No  less  eager  to  hel^us  vnxt  dbepeace-l<mng  inUbkants  of  Tiane. 
«  The  Protectorate  Goverameat,  wrote  the  head  men  of  an  impovtaat 
tribe  to  the  Resident  General  at  die  very  outbreak  of  hostilitMt^  ks 
baded  us  with  benefits  for  the  past  S3  yean.  wfaeniBKe  France  has 
become  our  own  country  and  the  Tunisians  are  her  sons.  Whoever 
presumes  to  attaint  her  hoaor,  attacb  the  hoaor  of  Tunisians  and 
L   v^^'  ^  detemanation  it  is  to> remain  for  ever  »dtf 

the  French  protectorate.  G>nsequendy  it  is  the  duty  of  every  native 
to  give  his  life  and  proper^  for  the  honar  ol  the  fl^  aader  wiacli 
he  earns  his  nvmg.  » 

Later  on,  when  Turkey's  insane  rulers,  in  a  fren^  ol  owweening 
arrogance,  proclaimed  the  Jehad,  or  Holy  W*,  the  Bey  reminded  his 
subiects,  in  a  forceful  proclamation,  of  dick  gnal  adebtedness  to  the 
protecting  Government;  appealing  to  their  unswerviiv  loyalfy.  aMim 
upon  them  «  not  to  lend  their  ears  to  lying  reports,  but  to  rem^ 
and  steadfast,  trusting  m  the  assured  victory  of  Ftrngs.  her  Allies  and 
triends  »  ;  with  the  result  that  in  Toms,  Kke  in  all  our  other  Mmmc 
possessions,  anti-French  propaganda  met  with  ntter  insacoess. 

in  Western  and  Equatorial  Africa,  in  which  French  penetfaboa 
has  not  been  so  complete,  and  where,  moreover,  the  tribw  are  xamtt 
dispersed  and  less  affected  by  outside  happenings,  the  advent  of  war 
was  greeted,  nevertheless,  with  unmixed  loyalty  and  deh^  The 
young  natives  of  Porto-Nova  requested  the  Lieutenant-GovetaoT  to 
receive  them  mto  the  ranka  of  the  atmy^  soleml^  asaertHv  ^Um  naA 
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ness  to  «  offer  France  all  the  U>c  force*  of  their  ardent  youth|even 
to  the  supreme  sacrifice. »  r  i_  j 

And  from  the  confines  of  the  great  desert,  from  Timbuctoo  and 
from  Walata,  addresses  were  sent  to  Dakkar  by  prominent  natives, 
expressing  their  «  unshaken  friendship  and  love  for  France,  who  had 
brought  Aem  the  blessings  of  peace,  quiet  and  justice,  w 

Nor  can  we  read  unmoved  the  official  newspapers  of  those  colonies, 
pubhshed  during  the  early  months  of  the  war.  We  find  in  the  speeches 
in  Council  of  the  several  Governors-General  and  the  Lieutenants- 
General  ;  in  their  proclamations  to  the  natives  ;  in  their  addr^ses 
to  the  troops  homeward  bound,  the  embodiment  of  the  maryelow 
spirit  pervading  the  regions  in  which  they  are  stationed,  a  spirit  oft 
loyalty  to  France  and  trust  in  her  ultimate  \ictory. 

Our  distant  IndoXhina,  which  by  virtue  of  her  tar-oft  locatum 
enjoyed  greater  immunity  from  the  direct  effects  of  tte  W  was  yet 
stirred  during  the  first  months  by  the  same  Mneroiis  f edmgs  as  ojir 
other  oversea  possessions,  and  here  again  those  feelings  gave  nsc 
to  the  most  touching  manifestations.  Verily,  as  the  Goywrnor-Cjcner- 
al  was  able  to  record  in  an  address  in  Counal,  her  lowlty  wassmcere 
and  whole-hearted  ;  the  natives  have  realized  ^once  for  aU  that  the 
aim  and  purpose  of  France  has  been  «  d»  lasting  betterment  ot  the 
material  and  moral  conditions  o*  their  life,  their  imtiatMm  to  the 
methods  of  modem  science,  and  concurrently,  m  ev^'^owing  parti- 
cipation in  the  management  of  public  affairs.  That  much  they  have 
clearly  understood ;  they  have  believed  m  us ;  they  have  seen  tor 
themselves  that  even  in  the  midst  of  the  present  upheaval,  we  have 
suspended  none  of  the  activities  we  had  engaged  m  »,  and  with  a 
view  to  the  dewlopmcnt  of  die  «  vroe  apA  humane  pohcy  »  to  which 
Aey  owe  so  mucii,  thw  have  been  anxious  in  the  present  arcums- 
tances,  to  draw  yet  tights  the  bonds  unitmg  them  with  France. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  remind  you.  moreover,  that  tor  our  old- 
established  colonies  the  war  was  a  fresh  opportamtv  to  proclaim 
Aeir  undying  attachment  to  the  mother-country.  Our  tellow^atizenS 
beyond  the  seas  felt  the  infamy  of  the  German  aggression  to  a  hke 
degree  witfi  oursd^ ;  Aey  experienced  the  same  anxiety,  the  same 
enthusiasm,  the  same  deep  thrill,  during  the  first  fateful  weeta  and 
^  passionate  fedings  thus  aroused  in  theu"  generous  bearts  found 
emression  in  the  ap^cation  to  their  territories  of  the  French  laws 
^dating  to  military  service.  •  u 

Thus  it  came  about  that  a  war  which,  as  our  enemi^  thought, 
was  to  find  our  colonies  wavering,  perturbed,  nay  hostile  perhaps 
in  certain  cases,  has  on  the  contrary  but  strengthened  the  ties  between 
them  and  us.  True,  there  have  been  a  few  solitary  attempts  at  rebellion, 
such  as  have  always  occurred  at  intervals  even  in  peace  time  :  here, 
a  few  marabouts,  hankering  after  the  ilUgotten  gams  they  derived 
kam  systematic  plunder  and  ejrtortion,  until  our  authorities  put  aii 
end  to  their  nefarious  practices,  have  kmdled  the  flame  ot  revolt 
along  th«  edge  of  the  desert;  there,  in  the  heart  of  Madagascar*  a 


THE  FRENXH  COLONIES'  EFFORT  H 


shadowy  plot  was  nipped  In  the  bud  before  any  actual  harm  had 
resulted  ;  farther  East,  on  the  borders  of  Laos  and  Yunnan,  marauding 
bands,  undoubtedly  subsidized  by  German  emissaries,  have  made 
short  incursions  into  our  territory  and  committed  sundry  crimes. 
But  all  these  attempts  were  promptly  suppressed,  nor  has  the  cus- 
tcmary  peace  of  those  extensive  provinces  been  seriously  disturbed 
at  any  point.  TTiey  have  pursued  the  even  course  of  their  workaday 
existence,  exclusively  concerned  with  speeding  up  the  production  of 
necessaries  for  themselves  and  for  the  mother^untry  during  the  war* 


Colonial^'T^he  state  of  mind  I  have  described  as  prevailing 
Wmxlmfm*  1  .  ^^S.  ^^^^  Itxgt  was  bound  to  lead  to 
^s^ctive  hratilities  wherever  geographical  conditions  per- 
mitted. Our  possessions  marched  with  two  German  colonies : 
Togoland  and  the  Cameroons.  What  a  tempting  opportunity  it  was. 
for  such  of  our  brave  troops  as  were  denied  the  satisfaction  of  fighting 
on  the  Western  front,  to  engage  in  equally  meritorious  if  less  showy 
operations  in  those  distant  parts !  For  many  years  our  African 
colonists  had  been  incensed  by  the  covetous  attitude  of  their  German 
neighbours;  they  had  marked  the  impending  danger,  and  it  was  with  a 
view  to  self-protection,  as  well  as  in  the  performance  of  their  duty  to 
France,  that  they  gathered  their  scattered  forces,  for  the  purpose  of 
implanting  the  French  colors  on  the  territory  of  an  arrogant  foe. 

At  home,  no  doubt,  such  far-off  events,  which  in  any  other  cir- 
cumstances would  have  thrilled  public  opinion,  did  not  at  the  time 
meet  with  the  recognition  they  deserved  ;  the  mighty  roar  of  the  guns 
on  the  Mame,  on  the  Aisne,  on  the  Yser,  in  Artois  and  in  Champagne, 
deafened  us  to  the  distant  echoes  of  African  warfare.  Yet  this,  too, 
had  its  beauty,  its  grandeur,  its  heroism,  and  constitutes  too  glorious 
a  chapter  in  the  colonial  history  of  the  world^conflict,  to  be  passed 
over  without  mention* 

Tomlaild*  —  The  conquest  of  Togoland  was  accomplished 
q;>eedfly  and  with  comparative  ease.  As  early  as  August  8th  1914, 
our  Dahomey  troops,  previously  concentrated  at  Grand-Popo,  crossed 
the  border  and  oocupidl  PebifrPqpo  and  P<»to^Seguro,  which  the 
Germans  had  evacuated. 

At  the  same  time,  British  contingents  from  the  Gold  Coast  entered 
Lomi,  after  which  the  French  and  British  troops,  acting  as  a  mixed 
force  under  G>lonel  Bryant,  an  English  officer,  started  northwards 
in  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  ^er  a  stiffish  fight  on  August  21  st  at  Chra 
l^dge,  they  reached  the  post  of  Kamina,  important  on  account  of 
its  wireless  staticm  communicating  directly  with  Berlin.  Here,  on 
the  26th,  diey  received  the  unconditional  surrend^  of  the  German 
forces.  ll 

And  whil^thcse  events  were  taking  plaoe  in  the  southern  part  of 
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the  col<Miy»  French  contaigents  sweeping         from  Upper  Senegal 
and  French  Nigcna,  invatfcd  Northern  Togolaml  by  a  boH  raid  that 
fanM^t  them  as     as  Sausanne-Mango,  tluas  compietuig  within  the 
space  of  a  IW  wedca     CBoqMSt  o(  «^ 
Tagolantl. 

By  riie  terms  of  a  oonvei^ion  passed  au  Lome  in  the  last  days  of 
Pm^Ugt  1914,  the  country  has  been  dividerl  into  two  parts  bordering, 
one  on  the  Gold  Coast,  the  othe'  on  Daboxney  and  cidmiaistered 
l»pedivdy  by  the  English  and  by  the  Preach,  xrntil  such  tune  as  the 
ultimate  fate  of  these  territories  comes  up  for  settlement  when  the 
temis  of  peace  are  discussed. 

From  the  f^rst,  our  Senegalese  tirailleurs  harl  given  ample  proof 
that  as  fighters  they  had  lost  none  of  those  qualities  whereby  they 
had  been  of  such  great  assistance  to  our  command  in  the  course  of 
so  many  African  campaigns.  At  Chra,  notably,  a  section  made  up 
of  1  sergeant,  2  corporals  and  14  men,  had  been  placed  under  the 
command  of  an  Englishman,  Lieutenant  Thomson  ;  in  the  midst  of 
die  fight  that  officer  was  killed  ;  our  sharpshooters,  faithful  to  the 
traditions  of  their  corps,  refused  to  leave  the  dead  body  of  their  ieadej 
and  held  out  to  the  last. 

<'  At  the  end  of  the  encounter,  the  <:nemy  having  been  put  to 
flight,  reads  the  order  of  the  day  Issued  by  the  General  in  Comrnand 
of  the  West  African  troops,  we  found  lying  by  the  side  of  the  British 
officer,  the  sergeant,  the  two  corporals,  n.ne  of  the  men  killed  and 
four  wounded...  United  in  death,  they  seemed  to  be  still  keeping 
watch  and  ward  over  the  foreign  officer  who  was  a  stranger  to  lliem, 
but  for  whom  they  laid  down  their  lives,  because  their  cliief  had  so 
ordered  them.  »    '  ^  ^ 

A  magnificent  example  of  self-devolwn,  tJiis,  yet  onty  one  oat  of 
a  thousand  that  Imve  been  witnessed  during  the  great  war. 

The  Camerooitt.  —  Incomparably  loneer  md  more  adhms 
was  the  campaign  in  the  Cameroons.  The  task  amfnyidmjg  the  AIBes 
was  the  conquest  of  some  290.000  square  miles  of  temtoiy  —  or 
Aoiit  half  as  much  again  as  tJie  area  of  Fmice —  in  a  dimalt  ra|pon» 
covered  in  part  by  knpeiwtrdde  tnK*s <l  iatakmaA  hmK  and  in- 
serted by  rapids  and  swamps.  To  dwae  wCaral  dkfunei,  ne  Gmp-' 
mans  had  added  others,  applying  *•  Ae  fnomjA  ^  taamrtn 
of  that  technical  sldU  they  have  shown  in  CnftMnM  wmnave  : 
forts  md  Uaddwuses.  willi  IdodwiBd  wdk  and  frndtmand  M- 
ten ;  deep  aid  shifiow  Xamdkes ;  GUtrnttia  for  lacfaine-guns ; 
mm-holes ;  sttrelciies  «(  barbed  wive ;  <iibclws^  ymt  hoaM  bammg 
vnlli  diarp-pomtad  tauSs,  <eic...  »     •  •     ■  t 

And  tfie  aceowipfahaMBt  ttm-mattm  vmdtMmg  m  spite  ot 
■apply  ditta^.  aome  idea  of  wkiA  wmf  be         hf  ti»e  fact 
«M  oertamcdunM  kid  to  nmdi  SDone  than  60dwikes,  was  arfa^aa 
to  snail  ccmtingents  numbering  barely  151)00  men,  with  a  like  mm 
ber  ^  canraen  —  etfednes  thai  agfim  imHamdy  iaaqpflknt. 
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ivlicn  oompared  with  the  iniUions  fjaong  «ach  otber  along  liie  £un>pe- 
an  fronts. 

The  general  scheme  of  operations  was  simplicity  ksdC,  d»  idea 
being  to  invest  the  country  on  ail  sides  at  onoe  ;  by  sea  mad  by  hmod 
htmn  Brkish  Nigeria,  from  the  Tdkad  colonv:,  irom  Obrnghi,  tarn 
Fi»di  Gd>on,  and  from  Belgan  Conflo^  Auac  ndiioh  the  landBiq; 
oobmns,  ^iriving  die  scattared  foroes  of  die  enenajr  isdove  dmn,  vnft 
to  meet    the  very  heart  ol  die  Ottiony . 

By  the  hxbat  kdf  of  Aagmt  19l4,  l}ie  several  oolanms  imm  m 
Mfiness  at  «Miy  pmts :  llie  Noidmilarae,  sook  1J08  maa  straac, 
first  seized  the  post  of  Kousseri  cm  1^  OMsi  ander  ibe  leadersUp 
e(  Galonel  Largeau»  wbo  after  being  promoted  m-genenl,  iamoA  a 
gkrion  death  a  iew  mmeAs  ago,  on  tbe  Aagmm  mnt ;  tbea,  ander 
fkt  oKwnaad  dt  LieatanMt-XjoioMd  firisMft,  at  set  ooA  upan  its  €01 
Mile  laad  tbroosb  ibe  Cacneroons, 

Hie  Eastern  column,  under  General  Aymeridi,  ccHnniaudiw 
the  tioops  in  Equatorial  Africa,  with  a  total  complement  of  2.500  of 
all  ranks,  was  divided  into  two  parties,  whereof  the  one,  under  Lien^ 
fcenant-Colonei  Morisson,  marching  up-stream  along  the  banks  ^ 
die  Lobaye,  recovered  the  territory  here  ceded  to  Juie  GernuM  in 
191 9 ,  Wluie  the  other,  tmder  Lieutenant-Cobsntl  Hcrtsn,  miA  compliz- 
kig  690  Belgian  troops,  was  to  advance  from  ^  Sm^ha 
and  toponclriite  nAollieOunerooRB  after  UberaAng  tfaeiivbideSaRi|jka 
lRWW5F''ba9in  • 

The  two  Southern  columns,  about  1 .299  ^Amns,  led  by  Laorte- 
nant-Coioncd  LeMefflour,  were  given  the  tadc  of  reomsraip 

of  ijie  Gabon  coiony  seizoi  by  ibe  Gennans  m  iSait  vionfi^ 
of  Spanish  Guinea,  next  arvaxfing  the  Cameroons  by  ibaar  louJiem 
Buniurs* 

In  the  West,  an  expeditionary  force  of  some  5^000  men,  siAse*- 
quently  ina^eased  to  8j060,  made  up  in  practically  equal  propor- 
tions of  English  and  Frexidi  troops,  and  commanded  1>y  GenmS. 
Dk>bell,  with  Colonel  Mayer  as  ^is  French  lieutenant,  was  to  aeize 
Duala,  the  capital,  thence  movir^  forward  towards  Yaocaidj^. 

Finally,  various  EnsjBsfti  oolumie,  each  iranft>ering  aboalt  33QBB  Jt 
A  were  toinvaMlihe  Cameroons  frrai  Nigeria,  co-opeiaftiqg 
at  "ftiat  point  wtdi  the  Fmidb  fu'ces. 

In' accordance  with  this  plan,  event  followexi  upon  ewnt  through- 
out a  trying  campaign  that  took  up  the  first  twent>^  months  of  the 
war.  An  uninterrupted  series  of  fights  took  place,  in  which  our 
enemies^  to  do  them  justice^  put  up  against  our  brave  troops  a  resistance 
which  was  all  the  more  creditable,  in  that  they  were  completely 
hemmed  in,  and  could  look  for  no  help  fromn  witfiouL 

A  fewdates,  a  few  naoies*  a  fen^ ^keds  4)jf  ^ulor.  stand  out  mike 
bi&kiry  of  this  campaign. 

The  NcMthem  column,  after  the  capture  of  Kousseri,  attacked 
Mora.   Havii^  ^subsequooii^  takaa  iVlafana,  it  jr-eadaed  Garaua, 
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an  important  post  on  the  Benoue  at  the  beginning  of  1915,  here 
ejecting  Its  junction  with  the  British  column  under  Colonel  Cunliffe. 
This  post  had  been  strongly  fortified  by  the  Germans.  2.000  blacks 
being  engaged  upon  the  work  for  several  months.  To  reduce  it  a 
five  months*  siege  was  necessary,  during  which  a  47  In.  gun  sent 
up  from  Dakkar  was  put  to  excellent  use  ;  on  June  1 0th,  the  German 
garrison  surrendered,  and  the  next  day,  when  the  allied  troops  entered 
the  place,  they  were  astonished  to  find  a  replica  on  a  small  scale  of 
the  la!)yrinths  constructed  by  the  enemy  on  our  own  front.  After 
till?.  Colonel  Brisser  successively  captured  N'gaoundere,  Tibati 
and  Yoko,  on  his  way  to  Yaounde. 

Between-whiles,  he  had  effected  his  junction  on  August  19th,  at 
Kounde,  with  the  Morisson  column,  which  had  come  from  the 
Lobaye,  occupying  on  its  way  Girnot  and  Bania  on  the  Upper  Sangha, 
Baturi  on  the  Kadei,  and,  after  a  very  sharp  encounter,  the  posts  at 
Moopa  and  Doume-Station,  consolidated  after  the  model  of  Garoua. 

The  Hutin  Column  had  made  similar  progress  on  the  Lov^ 
Sangha,  occupied  Nola,  and  likewise  made  its  junction  with  the  Moris- 
son  force.  Then,  after  liberating  the  N*goko  river-bBsin,  it  had 
captured  Lome  in  June,  and  was  bearing  in  a  north-'vrestarly  direction. 

The  Franco-British  expeditionary  force,  afttf*  a  succerful  Ittiding 
at  Ehiala,  had  on  the  one  hand  occupied  Bouea,  on  the  slopes  ot 
Mount  Camero^m,  and  the  rulway  to  the  North,  as  far  as  Bati  ;  on 
the  other,  it  had  seized  the  railway  to  die  South,  down  to  Edea,  and 
had  thrown  out  patrols  eastward. 

From  all  sides,  the  drde  formed  by  the  investing  toroes  was  gra^ 
dually  dosing  in  upon  Yaounde,  to  which  the  Carman  colonial 
govemmmt  had  retoed  after  leaving  Duala. 

It  was  necessary  tn  bring  matters  to  a  head.  At  a  conference  m 
the  latter  town,  attemled  by  M.  Merlin,  Gov^or-General  of  Equa- 
tarial  Ahrica  and  by  Gencarals  Aymerich  and  Dobell,  the  broad  lines 
were  laid  down  of  a  concentric  attack  upon  Yaounde.  This  was  car- 
ried into  e^ct  durii«d)e  last  quarter  of  1913  ;  to  the  North,  the  East 
the  Smdi,  and  the  West,  the  allied  columns  stormed  the  difierent 
ports  in  which  the  enemy  was  still  holding  out,  and  on  Januaiy 
Tst  1916,  Colonel  Haywood  rode  into  Yaounde  at  th^  head  of  a  Bti" 
fish  foDoe*  while  General  Aymerich  came  in  on  January  8th,  with^ 
1300  troops  from  Equatorial  Africa,  The  Germans^  had  evacuated 
the  town  and  retired  in  the  direction  of  Spanish  Ginnea,  with  auch 
o(  their  native  levies  as  had  remained  faidind  to  dwn. 

Thus  ended  one  of  the  most  succerful  campaigns  in  all  our 
Gdoniid  hirtory,  a  detailed  account  of  which  will  no  doubt  be  drawn 
up  some  day,  in  a  spirit  of  reverence  and  gratitude  towards  the  men 
who  carried  it  through.  Descriptions  vrill  be  given  of  the  harassing 
marches  through  the  deep  forests  and  treacherous  swamps,  under 
the  iMtiless  sun  and  heavy  runs  of  the  Equator,  while  fevers  born 
of  accumulated  fatigue  and  insufficient  food  would  strike  down  all 
yAio  wore  not  poeaesMd  of  abaost  suptfhuman  powers  of  endurance. 
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Mention  will  be  made  of  the  countless  fights  with  a  powerfully^ 
armed  enemy,  securely  posted  behind  intrenchments  and  det^tnuied 
to  hold  out  in  every  position  nature  had  fortified  for  his  bmdit.  All 
this  will  constitute  a  new  and  well-deserved  memorial  to  our  brave 
y^frican  army* 

At  the  present  time,  the  whole  territory  of  die  Guneroons  Iwft 
been  evacuated  by  the  Germans.  The  two  allied  Powws,  eadi  m 
the  zone  temporarily  placed  under  its  juridictioii,  is  proceeding  witb 
the  organization  and  general  development  of  the  country. 

The  administration  of  the  territxiries  ceded  by  iu  to  Gennaiiy 
in  1911  has  been  made  over  to  the  Governor-General  of  Equatorial 
Africa.  As  regards  the  German  Cameroons  fffoper.  that  portion 
of  the  rolony  occupied  bv  us  has  been  placed  iimkr  the  authori^r 
of  General  Aymwidr,  in  tt»e  capadty  of  Commissioner  of  the  Fteach 
Republic;  the  judiciary  services,  customs,  cables,  railways,  post 
and  telegraph  offices,  are  under  ^  management  of  French  agwite  ; 
French  firms  have  opened  branches  at  Duala,  now  a  port  of  <^ 
the  steamers  of  the  Compagnie  des  Chaitfeurs  R^ums,  on  ttieir  vogr 
to  Matadi. 

Besides  its  participation  in  the  conquest  of  the  Cameroons,  Equa- 
torial Africa  —  chiefly  by  the  support  of  the  Chad  troops  —  has 
contributed  to  the  Anglo-Egyptian  occupation  of  Darfur. 

Its  assistance  has  been  both  indirect,  by  the  maning  of  our  troops 
on  the  borders  of  the  Wadai,  for  the  purpose  of  cutting  off  all  VoMe 
line  of  retreat  in  that  direction  for  Ali-L)uiar.  Sultan  «f  Dunar, 
when  he  was  driven  from  El  Fasher  ;  and  direct,  inasmuch  as  ^  a 
parallel  and  synchronizing  operation,  they  penetrated  into  the  Sda 
territory,  putting  to  flight  its  ruler,  Baldiit,  Ah  Dmar  s  maabtgy, 
and  occupying  Goz  Beida  (May  1916). 

Tunis.  —  It  would  be  unjust,  in  this  short  review  of  our  Coloiun 
effort  on  their  own  territory,  not  to  mntion  carried 
out  in  the  Far  South  of  the  province  of  Tunis,  Odiober  1915,  a^inst 
the  marauding  bands  that  had  invaded  the  ooimby  from  Tripoli, 
in  the  course  ot  which  opyations  the  gprrison  at  iJehibat  achieved  a je- 
cislve  success.  Nor  is  it  permissiUe  to  pass  over  the  pefsevenng 
effort  of  our  army  of  occupation  in  Moroooo. 

Morocco.  —  When  war  broke  out,  Morocco,  It  will  be  remem- 
bered, was  in  full  process  of  pacification  ;  a  bold  dash  made  by  our 
troops  had  brought  us  to  Khenifra,  thus  broadening  our  hold  upon 
the  Middle  Atlas,  and  at  last  opening  up  communication  between 
Morocco  and  Algeria,  through  the  long-coveted  gap.  Now  what  was 
going  to  happen  in  this  region,  of  which  the  tribes,  recently  subdued 
by  us  and  still  quivering  under  a  tutelage  we  had  not  had  time  to 
make  secure,  were  thirsting  to  recover  their  freedom,  wlule  ttor 
unconquered  kinsmen  of  the  Atlas  and  the  Rift,  emboldened  by  the 
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trouble  in  Europe  and  stirred  up  moreover  by  German  miuane^ 
iqfat  be  expected  to  renew  tbeir  a!aacks  > 
General  Lyautey,  nvbose  inasteiiul  Kandimg  of  the  situation 
cannot  be  too  bigMy  praised,  was  equal  to  die  occasion.  He  hegm 
by  strengthening  his  advanced  lines,  extending  from  Taza,  tlurou^ 
Kkeraim  and  Tadla,  to  Sous  ;  after  vdiich  he  sent  off  a  considerable 
ptoportion  of  his  best  troops  to  the  French  front,  having  in  tbe  mean- 
time mobilized  all  the  recent  colonists,  and  received  from  France 
a  certain  number  of  territorial  battalions  ;  finally,  l^e  constituted 
mobile  forces,  in  constant  readiness  to  be  sent  to  any  threatened 
pointy  thus  in,  uring  the  safety  of  his  outposts,  while  enabling  the 
territory  under  his  rule  to  attend  to  its  Id^ors  in  peace  and  safety. 
The  Exhibition  held  in  Casablanca  at  tliis  juncture  bore  living  tes- 
timony to  the  truth  of  the  parade  xical  statement  that  «  Morocco  has 
actually  become  more  prosperous  during  the  war,  ^ 

Many  a  fine  chapter  might  be  filled  with  accounts  of  the  high 
deeds  of  our  army  of  occupation  during  those  long  months,  as  whai 
in  November  1914,  at  El  Herri,  our  troops  wiped  out  the  bitter  memo- 
ries of  a  surprise  attack  made  on  us  at  the  selfsame  spot,  whereby  we 
had  suffered  grievous  losses  ;  or  when,  in  the  spring  of  1915,  their 
vigorous  onslaught  beat  back  the  threatening  hxrkas  commg  down 
from  the  Atlas  ;  or  again  when  in  the  course  of  the  arduous  summer 
campaign  of  1915,  they  broi^ht  to  book  the  turbulent  tribes  of  the 
Gharb  and  of  the  Wergha. 

As  General  Lyautey  observes  in  his  report  on  these  operations  : 
« they  may  be  numbered  among  the  most  brilliant  and  the  most 
Sttocessful  in  the  history  of  the  conquest  of  Morocco,  » 

We  way  therefore  sum  up  the  results  of  our  G>lonies^  military 
effort  from  the  outset  of  hostilities,  by  saying  that  it  has  acaHnpbsbed 
the  twofold  purpose  of  preservmg  peace  within  our  own  borders 
and  conquering,  in  conjunction  with  our  Allies,  the  neighbonng 
territories  hitherto  under  the  German  flag.  It  is  necessaiy  to  Swm 
upon  the  importance  of  these  achievements  wluch  kave  earned  Sor 
an  who  took  part  in  them,  officers  and  privates*  governors  and  am* 
iusts»  headmen  aod  natives,  the  lastang  gcatitticle  of  the  nuSSats-^ 
country. 

The  Dut  the  foregoing  is  but  a  part  of  the  effort  a^ 

Effert  911  ctievdl  fajr  oisr  colonies  blaring  the  groat  war, 
r-.     u  whenem  diey  i^ise  that  their  own  destiny  is  «t 

French  soil.  .^jBe-weUasthe  whole  future  of  the  woiiL 

Weiiavese»  thatdnqrcaqMResBad  tkoir  attachment  to  thecounlzy 
ihril  mdle  them  what  tfarjran,  by  many  and  uneqjttivocal  deraoostra' 
tniiis ;  diey  bfaoned  strenoously  to  supply  their  own  requirements 
for  d)e  time  bebg  and  to  dla  wifehaut  the  assistanoe  they  had  been  in 
the  habit  4if  leoeiving  from  the  nMither-country  ;  mMeover  they  even 
UMsad  Asir  «wi  hoakrs  to  attack  and  ^cat  the  <neny>  Attthi» 
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laas  good,  in  their  opinion,  but  not  yet  sufficient-  They  were  deter- 
mufted  to  do  more,  and  they  extended  to  France,  on  her  own  soil, 
direct  assistance  such  as  can  but  add  to  the  measure  of  her  gratitude. 
That  assistance  was  of  a  threefold  character  :  military,  economic 
and  financial. 

Mi&tanr  co-opcntiao.  —  Tbis  took  the  sh^xe  ti  Memiim  to 
France  at  me  very  outbseak  i»f  hastilities.  hH*  pwposes  «f  nahnmJ 

defense,  all  the  trMps  that  wane  not  strictly  reqiured  for  the  si^fety 
of  the  ccHintnes  in  which  d^ey  were  stationed,  aad»  subsidiardy,  of 
recnudng  nadve  levies  to  lead  the  unks  irt  the  ^ontand  naasbWto 
new  forces. 

Tbus«  in  the  first  weeks  of  the  itfir,«veBh^ore  the  guns  had  thun- 
dered at  Charleroi,  a  considerable  proportion  of  the  ]  9th  G>rps,  of 
Algeria,  and  the  division  stationed  in  Tunis,  came  over  to  swell  the 
ranks  of  our  army.  As  at  Wissembourg  in  1870,  the  «  Turojs  >* 
daimed  thpir  .^lare  of  sacrifice  and  glory,  and  our  splendid  A&ican 
regiments.  Zouaves  and  Tirailleurs,  Chasseurs  and  Spahis,  Artille- 
rymen and  Sappers*  were  soon  at  work  to  earn  fresh  laurels.  From 
Morocco,  there  at  once  came  over  a  force  of  more  than  three  divisK>itt» 
with  a  brigade  of  cavalry,  two  formations  of  Horse-iVtillery  and  the 
greater  part  of  the  Engineers  and  other  services  making  up  the  com- 
plement of  the  several  units.  Our  black  troops  were  represented 
during  the  first  months  of  the  war  by  more  than  25  battalions  from 
Algeria,  Morocco,  or  Western  j^ica.  Finally,  from  oui-  different 
colonies  other  than  those  in  Northern  Africa,  more  than  1 .000  officers 
and  2300  non-commissioned  officers  bad  hastened  back  to  France, 
delighted  at  the  prospect,  after  much  carapaignuig  in  distant  lud&» 
of  at  last  being  able  to  serve  on  the  battlefields  at  home. 

In  addition,  all  the  arms  and  munitions  it  was  found  possible  to 
dispense  with  locally  —  rifles,  cartridges,  field  and  mountain  ^ns 
and  siege  ordnance,  with  their  proper  supply  of  ammunition  —  had 
likewise  been  sent  over  to  strengthen  our  niain  front.  It  need  hardly 
be  added  that,  wherevtf  nequired.  the  nesultiog  deficieacy  has  since 
been  made  good. 

Now  to  this  total,  what  was  the  oontributioa  oiade  by  the  native 
elanents  of  our  oversea  possessions? 

Algeria,  where  a  modified  form  of  conscription  was  in  operatic 
before  the  war  b^an,  gave  us  in  addition  to  90.000  French  citizens 
called  up  by  the  mobilization,  a  somewhat  smaller  number  oi  natives, 
one  half  of  whom,  or  thereabouts,  were  recruited  by  voluntary  en- 
listment. The  Tunis  Protectorate  aflorded  us  simiiar  aid,  pi04>ortio- 
nately  to  its  population, 

Mwocco,  in  which  we  had  been  settled  a  few  years  <mly,  OoyU 
not  be  expected  to  supply  such  numercnis  contingaits-  The  natives 
enrolled  were  first  organized  as  auxiliary  troops,  and  subsemei^ 
f  prmed  into  battalions  of  Tirailleurs  andSjaabis.   As  recited  in  the  tHU 
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laid  before  the  Chambers  to  legalise  this  transformation  :  <(  The 
understanclmg,  bodily  strength  and  warlike  virtues  of  the  Moors, 
die  attachment  they  already  feel  for  the  Protecting  Power,  their 
glorious  participation  since  August  1914  in  the  war  against  Germany, 
encourage  the  oelief  that  the  Moorish  units  will  be  nowise  inferior 
to  the  Algerian  troops.  » 

The  development  of  our  black  army  had  been  under  consideration 
for  some  years  ;  in  consequence  of  the  growing  shortage  of  men 
experienced  in  France,  we  had  contemplated  drawing  upon  the  ample 
stock  of  our  African  blacks  to  eke  out  our  effectives.  Unfortunately, 
in  1914,  the  necessary  organization  was  still  in  a  very  backward  state. 
After  sundry  measures  authorizing  voluntary  enlistment,  a  decree 
was  issued  on  February  8th  1912,  by  which  the  term  of  service  of 
those  enrolled  was  fixed  at  four  years,  and  the  conditions  of  enlist- 
ment and  re-enlistment  were  modified  in  consequence. 

For  the  sake  of  proceeding  with  the  utmost  caution,  it  had  been 
decided  to  recruit  but  5.000  men  yearly  ;  but  the  campaign  in  Morocco 
had  caused  that  figure  to  be  increased  at  once,  and  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
on  August  1st  1914,  through  the  exertions  of  the  late  Governor- 
General  Ponty,  whose  name  will  ever  be  associated  with  these  early 
beginnings,  the  number  of  Senegalese  Tirailleurs  present  with  the 
colors,  and  distributed  between  Western  Africa,  Equatorial  Africa, 
Morocco  and  Madagascar,  was  close  upon  32.000  men. 

Another  decree,  in  October  1914,  authorized  enlistment  for  die 
duration  of  the  war.  * 

Moreover,  for  the  purpose  of  furthering  the  enrolment  of  blade 
troops,  a  decree  published  in  October  1915  raised  the  soecial  bonus 
on  enlistment,  while  instituting  monthly  separation  alloMnuices  — 
likewise  out  of  public  money  —  for  the  family  of  lurailleurs  in  poor 
circumstances.  Pensions  were  also  provided  for  the  widows  and 
children  of  those  killed  at  the  front. 

Concurrently,  a  law  passed  October  19'^  1915,  permitted  Ue 
drafting  into  French  rc^[iineiits  of  natives  recruited  m  the  four  fully 
organized  communes  of  SenMal, 

A  later  decree,  issued  in  Deconber  1915  provided  for  ttie  extm^ 
sion  to  our  colonies  at  larae  of  the  measures  applying  to  Westam 
Africa,  as  laid  down  by  the  October  decree.  Gmsequently,  enlistmoit 
for  the  duration  of  die  war  was  dirown  open,  heiMMWth.  to  natives 
of  Indo-China,  Madagascar,  Equatorial  Africa,  the  Somali  Coast,  New 
GJedonia and  French  Ausbraknan  w^ements,  belonging  to 
of  apptmed.  nuUtary  aptitude  and  mdowed  with  the  powers  of 
cadunnce  necessary  for  effective  participation  in  European  warfare. » 

Lastly,  our  older  colonies,  Goiadeloupe,  French  Guynia,  Marti«- 
nique,  Reuni<m  Island,  where  our  military  laws  had  been  put  in  ope* 
ration  at  die  hmnning  of  the  war,  have  contributed  some  f  5iKN>  men 
to  swd  our  OTectives.  Omr  East  Indian  seldemmts  too,  nolbfttik' 
standBngdie  special  r<8^  under 
to  co-operate  m  ^  good  ¥N)dc 
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As  a  result,  the  total  number  of  troops  provided  up  to  the  present 
time  by  the  colonies  alone,  amounts  to  several  hundred  thousand  men* 

How  have  these  troops  behaved  under  fire?  Have  they  Ixume 
out  the  hopes  entertained  by  France  regarding  them? 

Tliose  hopes  they  more  than  fulfilled,  as  History  will  proclaim 
some  day,  and  a  glorious  record  it  will  prove,  relating  all  the  deeds 
of  valor  accomplished  by  our  native  contingents  at  Charleroi,  on  the 
Mame,  on  the  Alsne  and  on  the  Yser,  in  Champagne,  in  Argonne 
and  in  Artois,  at  Gallipoli  and  at  Verdun,  under  leaders  whom  it  is 
sufficient  to  mention  by  name  —  as  for  instance  that  eminent  soldier. 
General  Gouraud  —  to  show  that  Colonial  expeditions  were  no  mean 
school  wherein  to  graduate  in  view  of  the  mighty  European  struggle. 

For  the  present,  we  can  but  read  with  deep  emotion  the  reports 
in  which  those  deeds  are  consigned  in  a  few  hurried  words,  mention 
being  made  in  dispatches  not  only  of  very  many  individual  officers 
and  men,  but  of  practically  every  unit  that  has  taken  part  in  the  war. 

We  find  the  first  division  of  Moorish  Infantry  commended  in 
army  orders  «  for  the  valor,  energy  and  endurance  displayed  by  all 
ranks  in  the  engagements  on  August  28^*"  and  September  6,'^ 
8***,  and  9***,  1 91 4  »,  in  the  course  of  which  Zouaves,  Colonials  and 
Tirailleurs  all  performed  their  duties  with  admirable  zeal. 

The  scouts  of  the  1  and  4  regiments  of  Spahis,  «  when  detailed 
to  attack  a  very  powerfully  organized  German  fieldwork,  formed  up 
in  readiness  for  the  assault  with  the  same  coolness  as  on  parade  ; 
charged  the  position,  behind  their  leading  officer,  with  conspicuous 
dash  and  held  it  with  the  utmost  contempt  of  danger,  in  spite  of  the 
heavy  losses  inflicted  upon  them  by  the  German  artillery  and  infan- 
try. » 

Here  again,  we  find  mention  of  the  3^^  Moorish  brigade  (9^ 
Zouaves  and  1  "  Composite  regiment  of  Zouaves  and  Tirailleurs), 
the  1st  Colonial  Infantry,  the  1st  battalion  of  the  1st  African  Foot, 
the  4^*"  and  7'*»  Tirailleurs,  the  Moorish  Tirailleurs  of  the  th  division, 
etc,  etc...  And  always  the  same  glorious  recitals  :  <(  charged  the 
enemy  positions  with  splendid  dash  ;  took  several  successive  lines  of 
trenches  and  held  the  ground  they  had  won,  in  spite  of  heavy  counter** 
attacks  and  a  violent  bombardment  ». 

While  presenting  the  regiment  of  Moorish  Tirailleurs  wiA  their 
colors,  die  President  of  the  Republic,  in  committing  the  flag  to  their 
safe-keeping,  addressed  them  as  follows  :  «  ..You  were  in  action 
from  Sept.  6'**  to  Sept.  lO**',  to  the  south  of  the  Saint-Gond  marshes  ; 
you  beat  off  the  desperate  assaults  of  the  Prussian  Guard  and  lent 
the  most  valuable  assistance  to  the  victorious  advance  of  the  Ninth 
Army.  Later,  in  the  month  of  January,  one  of  your  brigades  fought 
beroi<^ly  in  the  Nieuport  district ;  the  7*^  Tirailleurs  dashed  forward 
into  the  Polder  trenches,  and  one  of  their  platoons,  having  stormed 
the  Grand  Dune,  stood  their  ground  until  they  were  killed  to  a  man... » 

A  gallant  captain,  who  lost  an  arm  at  Gallipoli,  referring  to  the 
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bearing  of  the  Sencf^se  Tirailleurs  in  lus  company,  writes  in  one 
of  his  letters  to  mc  :  «  They  have  alJ  the  dauntless  impetuosity  that 
(fistmguished  their  elders  and  they  showed  themselves  to  be  second 
to  none  as  a  striking  force,  when  they  hurled  themselves  into  the  sea 
before  Koum-Kaleh  to  storm  the  village  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet... 
Their  ready  obedience  is  exemplary ;  they  have  never  hesitated  to 
leap  out  of  their  shelters  when  the  signal  was  given...  Their  tenacity 
has  been  unrivalled,  when  commanded  by  officers  they  know...  They 
have  displayed  their  traditional  love  and  devotion  to  their  leaders  and 
many  have  been  the  obscure  heroes  amo  ng  them  who  have  risked  their 
Kvw  to  carry  their  wounded  officers  or  platoon  leaders  out  <rf  the 
indee...  '> 

TTiere  is  no  limit  to  the  number  of  examples  we  might  qnote  of 
the  daring  and  bravery  in  action  of  our  native  troops.  As  Senator 
Beranger  eloquently  expressed  it  in  his  report  on  the  advisability  of 
their  enrolment  :  «  Frcince  in  arms  has  numbered  the  native  units 
and  colonial  contingents  among  the  foremost  of  her  striking  forces. 
The  new  blood  of  these  youthful  races  has  been  shed  unsparingly 
whenever  it  has  been  called  upon  to  mingle  with  the  old  Gallic  bl^uwl 
in  defense  and  support  of  their  mother-country  against  alien  aggres- 
sion. For  this  reason,  to-day,  from  Paris  to  the  frontier,  a  common 
grave  is  shared  by  our  own  offspring  and  our  colonial  sons,  fair- 
skinned  Gauls,  black  Africans,  brown  Berbers^  yellow  Asiatics,  and 
swarthy  West-Indians.  » 

True,  our  enemies  bitterly  reproach  us  for  having  drawn  up  on 
the  battlefields  of  Europe  the  representatives  of  these  different  races, 
whom  they  profess  to  look  upon  as  their  inferiors.  Nobody  has 
forgotten  the  violent  campaign  they  waged  before  the  war  against 
the  increase  of  our  North  Africaa  troops  and  the  recruiting  o£  a  black 
army. 

Now,  had  France  cherished  the  design  of  using  these  troups,  m^ytg 
up  of  races  in  a  backward  state  of  civilization  for  ynirposes  of  afre»* 
sion  on  the  old  continent  of  Europe,  such  a  reproach  would  DOthave 
been  unreasonable.  But  what  is  at  stake  in  the  present  conffict, 
forced  upon  us  against  our  will,  if  not  the  very  existence  of  civEitt* 
tion,  as  represented  by  the  sanctity  of  treaties,  the  dignity  of  natioos^ 
and  the  imprescriptible  rights  of  weaker  peoples?  Is  it  not,  on  the 
contrary,  a  peculiarly  touching  sight,  and  one  the  beauty  of  which 
wiH  duly  be  set  forth  by  History,  to  observe  this  rallying  to  the  French 
standards  of  all  those  colored  races,  in  their  obscure  but  unerring 
desire  to  fight  for  a  nobler  ideal,  as  well  as  to  pay  a  debt  of  gratitude 
to  the  elder  brothers  who  have  brought  peace,  security  and  justice 
into  their  respective  countries?  Is  it  not  wholly  to  our  credit  — 
placing  ourselves  on  the  higher  ground  affected  by  German  philo^ 
sophy  —  that  the  sons  of  our  former  adversaries  are  to  be  found 
fighting  on  mir  side,  as  for  instance  the  Emir  Khaheb,  Abd-el-Kader  s 
grandson,  a  captam  of  Spahis  ;  or  Ibrahim  Dinah  Salifou^  the  son  of 
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tlie  lole  King  of  French  Gumw  yf> waled  t»  a  litUhuantj  m  the 
StAi  maA  prven  the  Military  Cross  and  the  LcgtoB  of  Homr ;  or 
Abd^-KMer  Mademba,  son  of  the  Famft  of  Ssnsandingr  Jso  appon^ 
ed  a  secmd^iitiBtMiaat  at  GafllqpoK ;  or  die  Aghe  Snooi  V  orai-' 
BMnd  of  a  squadrott  of  Spahis? 

.  Wfaer^ore  let  us  not  keed  the  repioadies  cast  aft  vsW  die  CBony, 
considmng  rather  —  as  the  Ueutenant-GeimMir  of  Sene^  w 
^ll^  pul  ktethe  CouBol'GoMral  « that  IS  IS  one  of  the  Hwd  nepu" 
UieV  foremo^  titles  to  glorsr*  and  the  jnatificaftion  of  mn  Kbefal  ani 
humane  colewal  policy,  l»kivveso  thoMaghlfWBB  over  the  con^pueBcdl 
poputaftions  as  to  hnd  anumg  them  at  such  an  early  stage  wamhm 
of  staunch  defenders  of  our  land  and  of  our  indepeikdmoe* 

^krdlouldiQnat,lllhiW9eakiQg  provided 
W  o«r  colomeSy  to  adl  aUentiea  to  die  npoky  l^et  deimd  hf 
ranee  from  the  same  quarter.  In  a  iMt  mat  as  diat  we  are  engaged 
mp  Dfidi  ^1  the  abk-boidkd  elements  of  our  pop«hition  oHed  to  tke 
jdHoffs,  an  d  when  it  is  aU^^aaci^ttl  both  to  meet  the  economic  feqdb^- 
ments  of  the  country  and  to  ensure  the  production  of  iWHnalenai 
«B  a  scale  <ixceedii^  the  anticipations  of  the  boldest  pfOf^ieCs,  a 
atqppb^  of  workmen  in  the  ptims  tA  life  is  ol  paramount  mpcurtMOG. 
In  diu  ^ectimi^  dUiiw  ift  mm  mbxul  isr  our  cotenMS  to  cantribiile 


In  the  mon&  of  Ma^  hat,  note  duns  30«(K)0  colonial  k^KMn 
wcfeemiJcq^  in  Statefactories,  or  in  private  wcMfks  emaged  on  war 
ecMstrads*  Of  these  some  15.600  carae  from  Nordi  Ames  (Algeria^ 
Tunis,  Morocco)  and  15.60(^firom  Indo-C^na. 

Thejr  wore  distributed,  accordmg  to  their  aptitudes,  among  diife^ 
r^t  munition  factories,  preferab^  in  the  South  of  France :  the 
sRHBtion  sdiools  of  Pau,  Goauac  Cfaafeenmux,  Avoa^  ;  die 
aioenab  at  Ttfbes,  Touhmse^  Castres,  etc* ;  die  powdkr-'facloriei 
of  Saint-Medard,  Tookwee,  Saint-Chamin,  Bassens,  BoigeraCt 
Sshns^-de-Giraud,  etc.  ;  the  iron-works  of  Firminy,  Snint-Qianw— d, 
etc. ;  die  workshops  ol  Vdussieax,  Moulins,  Msn^o^on,  etc. 

Again,  m  certain  number  of  these  labc^ers,  c^i^ly  Kabyles, 
have  been  put  to  agriodtaral  worit  and  Istterijr  Annanutes  ksve 
bsctt  used  as  inne  dr»»ers  in  our  $oaAtm  dtfitftments. 

recnutmg  of  these  nalites*  mores'varft  is  stffl  hawn  proceeded 
wlk  in  everjr  part  of  ear  posseasiens,  in  prapcNTtion  as  their  emplog^ 
moit  becomes  more  fennraL  k  has  been  observed,  notdUyr  tint 
ottf  subjects  in  die  Far«£ast,,  ^celling  m  ddiate  manipulations  for 
which  skill  is  nquired  rather  than  bodily  strength,  and  possessed 
of  the  necessary  gentleness  of  touch  for  the  handling  of  the  wounded, 
make  very  efficient  hospital  wdarlies,  and  mane  &flO&  of  thcan  haese 
been  fecnnled  for  ^at  pnrpose* 

Knwn  Mada«asctf  Kkevme  haw  come  bnndreds  of  workmen 
whose  natund  mides  are  turned  to  good  use  in  the  ottoes  ^  dte 
Gvpa  of  EngOMwn  or  of  dto  ConynMariat. 
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Westati  Africa,  which  has  contributed  a  highly  important  mili- 
tary etfort,  has  also  lent  valuable  assistance  by  supplying  our  merchant 
dnpptng  with  native  sailors  and  stokers. 

Even  from  New  Qledonia  and  Tahiti  have  come  metalworkers, 
miners  and  navvies,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  local  industries, 
themselves  doing  a  certain  amount  of  war  work,  need  the  greater  part 
of  the  available  labor  for  their  own  purposes. 

Is  it  necessary  to  add  that  every  measure  has  been  taken  to  ensure 
the  welfare  of  our  colonial  allies?  At  the  embarkation  harbors, 
none  are  allowed  to  sail  but  those  in  a  fit  condition  to  stand  the  voyage 
and  perform  the  service  expected  from  them  ;  similar  precautionary 
arrangements  have  been  made  at  home  to  obviate  the  danger  of  the 
sudden  change  of  climate  ;  in  the  quarters  allotted  to  them,  special 
attention  is  paid  to  their  clothing,  to  their  food,  to  sanitation  generally ; 
and  a  few  weeks  ago,  the  energetic  Director  of  Colonial  Forces  at  the 
Ministry  for  War  opened  a  new  Indo-Chinese  hospital  in  Marseilles, 
where  our  fellow-workers  from  the  Far-East,  when  sick  or  wounded, 
are  carefully  attended  to. 

Moreover,  «  homes  »  are  now  being  opened  for  their  comfort 
in  towns  where  a  number  of  Annamites  are  stationed,  and  it  is  a 
great  satisfaction  to  me  to  make  special  mention  of  the  good  work 
performed  in  this  connection,  at  Toulouse,  by  my  excellent  friend  and 
tormer  colleague,  Governor-General  Albert  Sarraut. 

Thus  shall  these  colonial  workmen,  after  a  stay  in  France  during 
which  their  well  being  will  have  been  duly  cared  for,  take  home  to 
their  families  not  only  the  material  reward  for  their  labours  but 
kindly  memories  of  their  mother-coimtry. 

Economic  participation.  —  The  assistance  in  men  given  to  her 

by  the  colonies  is  certainly  that  which  was  most  thankfully  accepted 
by  France,  nor  can  devotion  and  self-sacrifice  assume  any  nobler 
shape.  It  would  be  unjust,  however,  to  undervalue  the  importance 
of  the  supplies  in  food  and  raw  materials  she  has  likewise  derived 
from  her  oversea  possessions,  and  the  manifold  variety  of  which 
reflects  the  diversity  of  the  clim.es  from  which  they  are  drawn. 

North  Africa,  where  general  economic  conditions  have  progressed 
so  markedly  during  the  last  few  years,  notably  as  regards  the  deve- 
lopment of  agricultural  production,  has  exported  to  France  consider- 
rable  quantities  of  cereals,  wools,  wine  and  early  vegetables.  Just 
as  it  was ,  in  the  olden  time,  the  storehouse  of  the  Roman  Enipire, 
North  Africa  made  up  to  a  considerable  extent  for  the  deficiency 
in  our  national  economy  resulting  from  the  occupation  by  the  Germans 
of  some  of  our  provinces. 

Algeria  has  sent  over  to  France,  in  round  figures,  290.000  tons 
of  wheat,  185.000  tons  of  barley,  168.000  tons  of  oats,  300.000.000 
gallons  of  wine  ,60.000  head  of  cattle,  9.000  horses  and  mules. 

Tunis,  besides  materials  for  clothing  and  equipment,  has  given 
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m  swne  100.000  tarns  of  ctfeals,  not  ta>  mention  the  consignments 
oiqMitched  ta>  England  and  to  Italy. 

Morocco,  too,  by  a  perfectly  undreamed-of  miracle,  came  to  tfie 
assistance  of  the  mother-country,  though  as  yet  but  incompletely 
padfjed.  In  the  words  of  the  Resident-General  last  summer,  at  the 
<V>ening  of  the  Casablanca  horticultural  show  :  «Whereas  for  the  last 
ten  mcmths,  upon  so  many  fields  throughout  the  world,  man's  old 
rostermother  Earth,  has  been  ploughed  by  shells  alone,  and  delved  but 
for  the  purpose  of  making  graves  wherein  to  sow  the  seed  of  death, 
We  bar  fruitfal  womb  has  been  laid  open  for  the  sole  purpose  of 
^mig  birth  to  life,  and  yet  more  life  ;  for  the  making  of  roads,  the 
^saitial  foundations  of  barter  and  wealth;  for  the  growing  of  this 
firiut,  these  vegetables  and  diis  grain,  to  be  sent  over  to  France  as  an 
U9loolGed'-f<»-  contribudlmi  to  her  susta^noe ;  of  these  flowers,  that 
vremay  bestow  diem  in  armfub  to  our  troc^  marching  to  battle,  in 
armfuls  niore  ^mtiful  still,  whm  they  come  back  crowned  with 
nch»y  And  Mwooco  has  sent  us  more  dum  120.000  tcms  of  S&t^ 
ratf  coreals,  6Q.000  cwt  of  wool  and  millions  of  eggs. 

A  grand  total  of  over  20.000.000  cwt  of  cereals  has  thus  been 
supplied  to  the  Allies  by  our  possessions  in  North  Africa:  a  noteworthy 
contribution  at  a  tinie  when  communication  with  Russia  is  practi- 
cally cut  off,  and  imports  from  South  America  are  so  onerous  by 
raoon  of  high  freightage. 

Thou|[h  inttf-conununication  widi  France  has  been  grievously 
rtttricted  for  many  long  mcmdis,  Indo-China  has  nevertheless  con- 
mvjed  to  send  us  important  supplies;  360.000  tons  <rf  rice,  or  products 
aerivedtberefirmn,  i  15.000  tons  of  Indian  com  and,  for  ti^  nuddns  of 
munitims,  ^  die  availaUe  surplus  of  die  local  production  of  akohol, 
pyroziKc  rairit,  and  wood^napbta,  GKrhinchina  rubber,  Gannbodge 
cotton,  and  30.000  tcms  ol  Ysrious  ores  from  T<mquin  (antimony, 
zinc,  lead,  eto...) 

Not  tbat  sudi  consignments  were  merdy  intended  to  make  good 
the  deficiency  e3q>erienced  in  France ;  diey  also  embodied  a  feelii^ 
of  dose  solidarity,  which  deserves  to  be  more  vriddy  known  in  ^is 
country.  An  address  by  M«  Roume  at  a  Govmunent  G>uncil  in 
1915  contained  the  fallowing  words  :  «  It  has  appeared  to  us  that  die 
rdatively  prospo^ous  financial  situation  of  the  GJony,  at  the  present 
time,  Uys  upon  us  certain  duties  towards  the  mother-<ountry«  in  the 
unpreoraented  crisis  in  which  she  is  placed  by  the  constant  drain 
npon  her  gold  and  upon  her  Uood.  As  a  manifestrtioD  of  our  hlial 
love  and  attachment,  we  propose  to  chaige  to  the  general  bucket 
of  Indo-China»  to  be  pakl  out  of  resorvo  fund^ 
weliavesent,or  have  undertaken  to  send  to  Franoetq)  todatcamoimt- 
ing  toaniyipfioduiatetotalof  4J4^  piastto,  or  about  ]lJ^7j00O 
firancs. » 

Such  an  act  of  generosity,  France  will  never  foriget* 
Wcstttn  and  EquiAirial  Alrica  wm4^^ 
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contribatioa  as  t^Bx6s  their  main  productioDS :  groutiGl'^uis  of 
Senegal  ancl  copra  nrom  the  shores  of  the  Guif  of  Guinea  ;  Congo, 
Ivory  Coast  and  French  Guinea  rutber,  so  essential  for  the  develop- 
ment of  the  motor-industry  ;  hard  or  common  sorts  of  timber 
from  Gal>on  and  from  the  Ivory  Coast,  the  need  for  which  Increases 
in  proportion  as  our  local  reserves  become  exhausted,  while  the 
Tiavoc  to  be  remedied  in  the  near  future  grows  apace  ;  cotton  for  the 
manufacture  of  explosives  ;  cattle  from  the  Soudan  savannahs,  more 
lhan  50.000  head  of  which  have  been  either  shipped  to  France  on 
foot,  or  slaughtered  on  the  spot  and  made  into  frozen  meat  in  aaim" 
portant  factory  at  Lyndiane. 

Madaga^a**  Las  chiefly  had  to  suBet  in  its  economic  situation 
^nyi^h  Typing  iiiiahl<>injBffgfliv^  from  France  the  necessary  nianufactured 
Mods  and  ttirou^^  being  prevented  by  freight  shortage  from  eicporting 
the  products  of  her  soil.  None  the  less  has  the  island  contributed 
large^  to  the  revictualling  of  the  home-country  under  the  energetic 
guidance  of  bcr  Governor,  M,  Garbit  :  400.000  cwt  of  frozen  and 
40.000  cwt  of  tinned  meat  (at  the  present  time  five  factories  are  run- 
nirg,  at  which  some  thousand  head  of  cattle  are  slaughtered  daily)  ; 
16.400  cwt  of  haricot  beans  ;  1 .460  cwt  of  copal  ;  and  especially  plum- 
hago,  of  which  tbe  average  monthly  output,  now  at  ]  .000  tons,  will 
shortly  be  doidiled  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  AUies  for  war 
purposes. 

Oux  Axee  ^  mlomB$  ^  GiMideioupe,  Martaoiqae  and  Reunion 
Und  are  essentially  ^T^gar-jHHHhirmf  countries,  turning  out  togeth^ 
some  lOi  to  J  iOiOOO  torn  per  season,  and  the  whole  of  this  product- 
ion        have  {^oed  at  the  disposal  of  the  mother-coimtry,  an 
ci^y  valuable  conbTibutkuu  now  that  pait  of  our  beetfields  are  in 

Junds  of  the  invader.  In  additte^p  tk^  ham  sup[4ied  us  noth 
dttUffv  ivttoca,  fecula,  coffee  and  cocoa. 

French  Guyana  has  helped  to  increase  our  metaUic  reMTves  lay 
dibpsngow  tow  more  thn  inMleaaianBe^mtity 

New  Caledonia  has  been  paiticfdarly  helpful  to  us  isgr 
tfum  her  mines,  and  5ending  to  twr  iwarfacSofteay  tvver  100.0011  ton 
t»l  indeel  ore  eand  13j000tOQS  of  chrome  ore. 

FinaJly  our  Indian  Settlements,  die  Soma3i  Coast  and  Saint  JE*icrre- 
de-Miquelon,  by  supplying  us  respectively  with  ground-nuts,  rsw 
Ittdes  and  cod,  have  each  contributed  according  to  nwif  means  in  tte 
jrevictualling  of  France. 

The  above  figures  suffice  to  give  us  an  idea  of  the  economic  effort 
—  indispensaUe  in  certain  cases,  but  valuable  in  all  —  achieved  by 
MT  coiomes  aiace  the  begioning  of  the  war. 


Fmancial  putkipatioit.  —  Nor  hsve  they  f^ect  t^adddiendD 
a  financiiJ  efcrt  cqaaBy  wrti^  el  being  nemiti  m  lis  iMBn  leatWBSb 

Needless  to^  say,  the  war  has  reacted  gray^  upon  tfie  geneiaF 
situation  of  our  colonies  ;  the  cJKig  jxp  of  a  ^at  many  European 
agents^  indRspensahle  hr  the  smooA  nmnmg  of  tfie  trade-factories, 
the  agricnhioral  fEtrms  and  nron'-woHbs ;  ^  suddbi  doamg  against 
us  of  enenqr  markets  and  to  a  certain  extent  of  tfiose  ra  our  more  (£s- 
tant  possessions  ;  the  restrfctBon  of  the  French  market,  engrossed  m 
war  work ;  all  these  adverse  omdrtions,  added  to  the  short^e  and 
almost  prohibrtrve  cost  of  freight,  whereby  the  importation  of  mamr- 
factured  goods  required  for  local  use  has  become  diffiodt  and  mierous, 
hav€  hampered  prodoction  and  kktegtenA  witdi  bwsiKLaa  generally, 
thus  stanrmg  the  pubbc  levraue  iwySnng^  die  piMptri^  ol^ 
colonial  banks  and  treasnries. 

Yet  the  effects  of  the  war  have  not  been  fek  everywhere  to  a  l%e 
degree,  tn  some  places,  they  have  been  bonae  Kghtly  enough  • 
Indo-China»  for  instance,  owing  to  her  marvelously  productive  rice- 
fields,  to  the  diversity  of  her  mdustries,  ami  parttf  «lso»to-  her  position 
in  the  Far-East,  beyond  the  sound  ol  Marmg  guns,  has  htthartO"  heoa. 
bal' Kirib  affected  bg^t^  difficulties  resulting  from  the  war.  Her 
snrphis  fercmie  was  momthan  $8,000,000  in  1914,  and  $5.e00.00&  m 
1915  Con  a  totel  eatknale  of  $  42.060.0081  Smibrly,  the  financial 
sitoatkm  in  Madiagascar  rcmaineJ  prosperous,  the  budget  Isr 
the  year  19J5  showing  a  surplus  of  dbont  4.500.000  francs.  Nmt 
have  our  older  cotunes  svdktei  reef  mnci^  lawwest  as  fSbey  ave 
br  ^  hsgh  riAea  m  titt  vqpMrHBaaifet 

Elsewhere  d^nae  elfects  are  fell  move  dleeply :  AAgGnm^  whav  file 
19  se  dosew  heiuict     wi^  our  owna  la  amcted  (firectty  by  emnte 

sQ^tfedl  m  hjT'^QHedfaQrs'y  wIma  heir  caMnacaHca'* 
tioQa  wtth  dke  melAef-<oiniify  wefe  uifcrfupteil  or*  lesgnded^  are 
the  same  canaes  te-digr  atfendec)  m  het  case  hy  the  same  resubs. 
Bittt  she  h  now  qtsi^  a  grownup  person,  peaaesaed  ef  good  credil 
and  a  sound  S3rstem  of  tincatien,  am.  she  faces-  the  preaeirt  diffiwfciea- 
bravely  and  philost^hicafly :  she  paid  off  the  1914  deficit  out  of  dke 
surphmof  1913  ;  she  met  the  defictt  of  f8.060.€00'firancs  m  \9l^mt 
ofl  Tier  reserve  funA  and  by  issuing  Treasury  Bonds^  discounaeJ  by 
the  Baidt  of  Algeria  ;  and  she  is  hahncing  her  191^  bud^  ram» 
of  the  same  fiondk*  and  hjr  rawnf  ecsPtan  otti  Cues  andl  cveabnif  wtf9^ 
ones. 

Western  Afirtca«  whose  revenue  was  derived  iJmoal  cHdunvi^ 
from  Customs,  duties,  nabn'alLy*  found  her  finanei^  sitnatioR  jMpwF-^ 
dibed  hy  the  restriction  of  importa*  and  die  Fmek  fWiaanent  h» 
voted  her  a  ham  of  t5.5Q(KdO&  francs  ol  pobKc  money,   k  is  to  ke 
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comprehensive  policy  of  retrenchment  and  partly  too  thanlcs  to  the 
re^val  of  business,  all  the  colony's  expenses  have  been  met  hitherto 
without  drawing  upon  the  proffered  loan.  •  i  i 

Need  it  be  added  that  Equatorial  Africa,  devoting  her  undivided 
activities  to  the  war  in  the  Cameroons,  and  having  her  usual  shipments 
of  timber  to  German  ports  altogether  cut  off.  has  seen  her  surplus 
margins  dwindle  away  to  vanishing  point ;  nevertheless,  as  has  been 
put  on  record  by  M.  Merlin,  the  Governor  General, «  she  has  contrived 
to  sustain  her  economic  life  throughout  the  land  and  to  meet  all  her 
financial  obligations  out  of  her  own  funds  and  reserves,  without 
having  to  put  the  mother-country  under  contribution. 

^d  in  the  face  of  all  these  hardships,  our  colonies  have  made  a 
point  of  participating  in  the  formidable  financial  effort  laid  upon 
France  by  the  war  1 

In  the  first  place  they  answered  her  calls  upon  the  public  by  takmg 
up  die  Bans  and  the  Obligations  de  la  D^ense  Nationale,  as  well  as 
by  subscribing  to  the  5%  Loan,  through  the  medium  of  their  treasuries 
and  public  banks  (Bank  of  Algeria  North  African,  branches  of  the 
French  banks.  Bank  of  Equatorial  Africa,  Banks  of  the  West  Indies 
«ik1  Rnmion  Island.) 

As  reported  recently  to  the  Delegations  Financieres  by  M.  Lutaud, 
•  Algeria  has  subscribed  in  all  370.600,000  francs ;  Tunis  72.000.000. 
The  Bank  of  Indo-China,  whme  operations  extend  beyond  the  colony 
itself  to  our  Indian  Settlements,  the  Somali  Coast,  New  Caledonia 
and  ^Mtralasian  Settlements,  as  stated  in  a  report  to  the  Board  of 
Directors,  which  was  read  at  the  General  Meeting  held  m  May  1916, 
received  subsaiptions  in  its  various  branches  and  countmg" 
houses  to  a  total  amount  of  over  146.000.000  francs. 

Furthermore,  borne  along  by  the  wave  <rf  <iarity  that  has  set  in 
during  the  war  and  contributed  immense  sums  of  mney  for  the  mih-' 
gation  of  want  and  distress,  our  colonies  have  played  their  part  nobly 
in  tWs  work  of  relief.  A  committee  founded  in  Paris  for  the  purpwe 
^of  distributing  the  proceeds  of  the  various  colonial  subsidies,  gifts 
and  subscriptions  among  the  victims  of  the  war,  had  received  by  the 
beginning  of  last  May  dose  upon  1 1 .000.000  francs.  Of  this  amount 
5370.000  francs  were  subscribed  by  Indo-China,  2  648.000  by  Mada- 
gascar 1.176.000  by  Western  Africa,  and  so  forth,  each  colony  cmtn- 
buting  relatively  to  its  importance. 

In  addition,  the  colonies  took  a  noteworthy  part  in  the  organization 
of  the  inany  «  Days  »  for  the  benefit  of  sundry  deserving  objects  : 
Bel^  Refi«ees,  Invaded  Efepartments  ;  War  0^ 

According  to  the  Governor  General's  report,  Algeria  contributed 
over  a  m^on  francs  to  various  «Day8».  Her  departments  and 
communes  have  subscribed  more  than  3  million  francs,  and  private 
clu^ty  has  interested  itself  materially  in  all  manner  of  good  works, 
likewise  supported  in  Tunis  and  in  Morocco  :  WarOrphans.  Refugees, 
Aid  to  the  Wounded,  local  branches  of  the  Red  Cross,  Soldiers  at  the 
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Front,  Military  Hospitals'  Soldiers'  Families,  etc.  Our  colonies, 
in  short,  have  shared  to  the  full  in  that  marvellous  demonstration 
of  solidarity  which  will  be,  so  to  speak,  the  abiding  blossom  put  forth 
by  the  war,  and  will  have  accomplished  so  much  for  the  relief  of  pain 
and  affliction. 

Nor  were  the  natives  anyv\rise  less  eager  to  assodate  themselves 
with  this  generous  movement,  bestowing  their  gifts  with  a  good 
grace  that  enhances  their  value  :  they  sent  wine,  oil,  kola  nuts,  orangey, 
lemons,  dates,  tobacco,  all  the  sun-ripened  products  of  their  soil,  in 
that  pleasing  vairiely  W  much  sieprepiited  by  our  «  poiUi9  »  at  the  front 

in  hoaypitai* 

Such  are,  with  certain  unavoidable  omissions,  the  broad  features 
oi  the  efiort  contuSmfeed  1^  our  colonies  since  the  war  broke  out,  to 
assist  Fnmoe  in  these  momentous  times.  An  unstinted  effort,  indeed, 
both  material  and  moral,  an  effort  of  the  arm,  of  the  brain,  and  of 
Am  heart.  In  the  vrords  of  M.  Boussenot,  Deputy  for  Reunion  Island, 
n  H  fMitfkaUy  ^veU-informed  essay  upon  the  part  played  in  the  war 
by  our  ookmies  : «  Hioae  who  may  fomierly  have  questioned  the  use- 
fulness of  our  colonies  and  shown  themselves  sceptical  as  regards  the 
siqmort  to  be  derived  from  them  by  the  mother-country,  cannot  but 
con^  at  the  present  time,  the  error  of  their  views  and  the  injustice 
of  th^  hasty  judpnents...  At  this  tragical  juncture,  France,  whether 
in  Europe  or  in  diMe  parts  of  the  different  continents  where  her  sons 
have  implanted  her  flag,  has  remained  one  and  indivisible  ». 

Nor  is  it  the  least  of  die  great  side^ssues  of  this  war  to  find  men 
aasemUkig  from  every  part  of  the  world  at  the  call  of  the  natimis 
arisen  to  vii^cate  the  honor  and  dignity  of  mankind*  Just  as 
Ei^and  may  well  pride  hers^  iqxm  the  fact  that  her  dominions  and 
her  colonies  have  lent  her  the  support  of  their  mighty  resources,  so  is 
France  entitled  to  be  proud  <rf  the  ungni<temg«»«^  hersub- 
ject  or  pntocted  races. 

As  our  eminent  G>lonial  Minister,  M.  E)oumergue,  so  apdy  dedar^ 
ed  in  the  Chamber  of  I>paties  :«  The  Coloiik^  well 
of  tilie  country.  31  •  j.  i 

France  will  remembtf  her  indebtedness,  she  will  see  to  rt  mat  her 
ooloniea  are  provided  widi  the  indispensable  elements  of  an  ever 
wider  economic  devdopment.  She  will  show  their  inhabitants  by  a 
broadtf,  nxm  liberal  aiid  move  tnirt^ 
is  not  a  mere  name* 

All  hail  to  you  then,  valiant  settlers  of  pre-war  days,  to  whom 
France  owes  this  supreme  consolatbn,  to  you,  eaq^mers,  soldiers, 
colonists,  engineers,  administrators  and  politicians  :  Erazza,  Flatters, 
Crampel,  Foureau,  Gentil,  Jean  Dupuis,  Francis  Gamier,  Hcnn 
Rivi^e,  Faidherbe.  Courbet,  Borgnis-Desbordes.  Lamy,  Lafigeni, 
GalK&ii,  Fenv,  Paul  Bert,  Ponty,  and  so  many  others,  whose  mmes 
tfe  housdiola  wwds. 
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When  you  set  out  on  your  discoveries,  your  conquests,  or  your 
administrative  duties,  your  love  of  country  it  was  that  led  you  on. 
In  that  odimiziiig  e^ort,  in  pursuance  ol  nAidtk  the  <dd  countries 
Europe  sought  out  so  many  far«<distant  and  mysterious  lands,  you 
were  determined  Aat  France,  dismembered  in  1870,  should  play 
an  honorable  part ;  you  dmigitf  that  by  virtue  of  the  mildness  of  har, 
civilization,  of  her  mighty  genius,  of  her  qplendid  past,  she  was  enti' 
ded  to  gather  under  the  folds  of  her  flag  some  of  those  untutored 
nces  still  plunged^  in  the  ignorance  (rf  early  childhood. 

And  lo  !  whni  m  the  throes  of  die  most  fateful  conflict  she  has  ever 
known,  when  her  very  existence  is  at  stake,  those  races  have  flocked 
to  her  side»  have  afforded  har  •bendes  then*  matarial  aid  and  assist** 
auce  — aD  too  inetfectual  in  their  own  «4Maiioii--dinr  moral  nqpport 
and  the  comfort  of  their  love. 

Hail  to  you  again,  valiant  settlers,  and  to  those  of  you  above  all 
that  sleep  their  last  in  distant  lands  soaked  with  your  blood.  Soon 
shall  ye  be  stirred  in  your  graves,  for  presently,  her  standards  girt 
with  the  laurels  of  victory,  France  shall  turn  to  you  in  the  fulness 
of  her  gratitude,  justly  acclaiming  you  as  among  the  direct  agaits 
(ihtf  victory,  and  eager  withal  to  give  hmorwhtfe  honor  iadue* 
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